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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: "contact elements 
(90)" in line 3 should be "contact elements (30)." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 7, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 7, 10 and 11 recite the limitation "the 
locking elements." There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 and 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
KANEMATSU ET AL. (US 4,812,703). KANEMATSU provides a lamp (102) 
comprising: 

• A burner element (1 08); 

• A lamp base (400) to which the burner element (108) is fastened (Fig. 3); 
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• Locking means for locking to a reflector housing (not shown) having contact 
faces (see Fig. 2, reference "A" below), which lie in a common plane 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis; said locking means projecting from the 
lamp base (400) transversely to the longitudinal axis (shown in Figs. 2 and 3) 
such that the lamp base (400) can be axially locked through rotation about the 
longitudinal axis (414a, Fig. 2); and 

• Wherein the base lamp comprises contact elements/lugs, electrically 
connected to the burner element (108), which project transversely to the 
longitudinal axis such that they can be brought into engagement with contact 
means (not shown) upon rotation of the lamp base (400), and which are 
planar and enclose an angle of approximately 60 degrees (416/418, Figs. 2 
and 3). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



FIG. 2 




410 



A 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 3, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over KANEMATSU ET AL. (US 4,812,703) as applied to claims 1 and 8 
above, and further in view of HELBIG (US 6,710,526). KANEMATSU discloses the 
claimed invention include locking means (414a), but does not provide an axially acting 
spring element for clamping against the locking means or locking means bearing on the 
inner face of the reflector and having a snap projection. However, HELBIG provides 
spring clips (22/22a) that bear against an inner face of a headlight and a snap projection 
(see Fig. 1, reference B below), for the purpose of ensuring lateral fixing of the lamp in 
the lamp-mounting opening of the headlight (Column 2, Lines 35-67). 

5. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify KANEMATSU and use the spring clips as taught by HELBIG in order 
to ensure fixing of the lamp. 



Fig. 1 
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6. Claims 4 and 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
KANEMATSU ET AL. (US 4,812,703) as applied to claims 1 and 8 above, and further in 
view of SANUKI ET AL (US 6,607,293). KANEMATSU discloses the claimed invention, 
but does not specifically provide (1) a handle for rotating the lamp; or (2) contact means 
provided at a reflector and in resilient contact with contact elements. However, SANUKI 
provides both (1) a handle (Fig. 1), which is well known in the art and used for aiding 
with the rotation of a device; and (2) contact means (27a, Fig. 5) provided at a reflector 
(Column 1 , Lines 1 8-24) and in resilient contact with contact elements (27a) for the 
purpose of preventing plastic deformation and ultimately, conductive failure (Column 5, 
Lines 64-Column 6, Line 8). 

7. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify KANEMATSU and use the handle and resilient contact connection 
as taught by SANUKI in order to assist with fixing of the lamp, which requires rotation 
thereof as well as prevent elastic deformation and conductive failure. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

8. TASTUMI ET AL. (US 6,082,883) provides a head lamp device having a base 
with a bayonet connection to a reflector and contact elements that are brought into 
engagement with contact means upon rotation of the lamp base. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adam C. Rehm whose telephone number is 
571.272.8589. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571.272.2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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9/16/2005 




